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Consecrated Life
My 13" Festival Letter — AD 2015

At the heart of our Catholic Faith is the expererf God’'s
great love. Our religion simply makes no sense auithmeeting the
Lord, knowing the Lord, feeling His love, and logitdim in return.
Christianity is essentially grounded in God’s riglaal love, that love
which is eternally shared by the Persons of theiifjri All the
doctrines of our theology and all the structures ooff Church
ultimately find their inner coherence through theidgnce of the
Holy Spirit, grounded in our knowledge of the Fathdéove in Jesus
Christ. God is the event of love. Love is God’'s ftahce. Love is
God’s essence. It was God’s outpoured love thattede and
redeemed us, not out of any necessity but onlyobuBod’s own
boundless goodness. There is even the promise aff eduld almost
be described as a kind of romance between God ang andeep
attraction constituted in grace between Divinityl dtumanity.God is
love, and whoever abides in love, abides in God@ad abides in him,
(1% John 4:16) or as the Beloved Disciple goes orxpiaén: We love
God, because He loved us fifd' John 4:19)

Saint Augustine once famously observed that “Ouwartiseare
restless, until they rest in you, O Lord.” To findr wholeness and
completion in God is the inspiration for all subgeqt Christian
vocations. Marriage and parenthood, the widowed] ttie single life,
the life of consecrated virginity, the life of ordad ministry, and the
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vowed religious life are all basically responsestud’s invitation to
know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him. God knowgsbetter than
we know ourselves, and God specifically calls eawé of us to live
In a particular vocation, according to His lovingyidence. To place
divine expectations on any other relationship dsliguole fashioned
in isolation from God is a recipe for sadness asdalisfaction. If in
our lives, however, wdet God be Godwe can then let parents,
spouses, children, and friends peopleand our work, play, service,
and communities be rich but temporal blessisgk first His kingdom
and His righteousness, and all these things wilghen to you as well.
(Matthew 6:33) For it is always the deepest wisddifaith to finally
realize that humanity’s endless desire can onlyfullg satisfied in
God’s endless love.

This year, our Holy Father Pope Francis is invitallgof us to
reflect upon the particular vocation in the Chuhconsecrated
religious life. From the earliest days of Christignsome men and
women among the disciples were called by Chride&ave all things
for the sake of the Kingdom and to embody in theamner of living
the absolute priority of God’s astonishing love. vwhken the Lord
met the rich young manlesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to
him, “You lack one thing. Go sell what you have g to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven, and come foll@vngMark 10:21) Or
as Jesus said to Martha about her sister Mary whply sat at his
feet and listened to his wordgou are worried about many things, but
only one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen tther [part, and it will not
be taken away from hdi.uke 10:41)

Religious are called to be living signs of tlhoetter part. They
are given to the entire Church as witnesses todecahaway of
hearing and then living the Gospel. Religious embravhat our
Catholic tradition calls the Evangelical Counsdlpaverty, chastity,
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and obedience which embody a communal form of uktgrendence
upon God and total commitment to neighbor. Religidwld all
things in common, individually owning nothing, dwat they can be
more fully enriched by the things of God. Religidasthe sake of the
Kingdom (Matthew 19:12), have no exclusive human love Isat t
unencumbered they can generously love everyonegi®es freely
obey so as to be set free for service.

When religious give up possessions, marriage amengzood,
and a measure of autonomy, it is absolutely essetitat they
constantly welcome God into those empty personaacem
Otherwise, what is emptied could easily becomeedilwith self-
absorption and frustration. Devils even worse ttien old ones are
always ready and willing to occupy the bare intexiof souls. It is
therefore vital for religious to always be centergd a loving
relationship with God, even living in a form of g3al love with their
Lord. Persistent prayer and even moments of unioth v&od
constitute the foundation for all religious witne&s its own unique
way, consecrated life is profoundly generative. Exgperience of
religious life should always overflow into creatywiand service. The
evangelical counsels are intentionally based onetkeample of the
Lord and represent the form of life he himself eadsd, when he
came into the world to do the Father’s will andstve us from the
sadness of sin.

There is, of course, enormous diversity in the icshas,
customs, and traditions of the various orders amthiegations, but
common life, common prayer, common table, and commork
have long been characteristic of religious lifehe Catholic Church.
Some communities are fundamentally contemplativenature and
exist primarily for the worship and praise of Gadldo intercede for
the Church and the whole world. Some communitiesesmsentially
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apostolic, and their shared life is designed tqsupapostolates such
as evangelization, parish ministry, teaching, mgsor direct service
to the poor. Other communities have sometimes losscribed as
“mixed” because of their specific synthesis of btite contemplative
and apostolic traditions. The consecrated life nmustvery case offer
a radical alternative to the dominant culture of thorld. The ideal
would be to embody a form of spiritual freedom ihriSt, which
instills courage, detachment, friendship, patiengenerosity, and
most especially love.

From the earliest days of our local Church in Caniitinois,
male and female religious have played an irreplalecaole in
founding and strengthening of the Catholic Faithisd¥naries and
martyrs, preachers and pastors, teachers and nursags and nuns,
brothers and sisters, working in close collaboratidth the bishops
and diocesan clergy helped establish what is toldeayich reality of
the Catholic Diocese of Peoria. It is something@ gfhenomenon and
a certainly a manifest grace that even today soynyaning people
from our parishes, schools, and Newman Centersmuento enter the
religious life, both in active and contemplativengounities. Our
diocesan priests enthusiastically encourage yowo@lp to test their
vocations as religious, just as our religious eegcglly promote
vocations to the diocesan priesthood. The growimgber of young
religious serving in the Diocese of Peoria is atraaxdinary gift, for
which we should all give special thanks to God.

Regarding the universal Christian vocation, Sairgnaeus
observed: “In proportion to God’s need for nothiagnan’s need for
everything in God.” It is essentially the experienaf God, God’s
great goodness, God’s great mercy, God’'s great ltve¢ draws
believers to find their heart’'s desire in God'sistent call. Love
always asks for love in return. And God is lovafde God’s own
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sake. God is mysterious. God is tremendous. Gadrgdrous. God
is glorious. As the Old Testament teacher of wisddesus ben
Sirach exclaimedwWho could ever be sated gazing at his gl@jrach

42:26) A vocation to the consecrated religious difamatically offers
meaning and encouragement to other believers ctledher ways
of life, because by their manner of life religionsmind those who
are married, those who are widowed, those whoiagtesthat God is
such good company and gives meaning to all humastesce. As

Saint Augustine once rhapsodized: “Do 1 love a lahéight, a kind

of fragrance, a kind of food, a kind of embracdawing you, who

are my light, my fragrance, my food, my embracéphlthem deep
within me, where my soul’s light never fades, g never ends, its
fragrance is never dispersed in the air, its taseer blunted in
satiety, its embrace never ended in completions Twhat | love in

loving you my God.” Or as Saint Paul wrote to thbu@h of

Corinth: These are the things that last, faith, hope, ane,l@nd the
greatest of these is loye™ Corinthians 13:13)

May we all first seek the will of God in all ourdividual
choices. May we always affirm the faith and cedébrthe generosity
of all our fellow Christians as they serve God eaththeir own
particular vocations. May we continue to especidtignor the
consecrated men and women who so selflessly ministeur midst
and build up the entire Body of Christ by their palwitness. They
are radical signs of the resurrection which isdme, wheremen and
women do not marryfMatthew 22:30)This world and its desires are
passing away, but whoever does the will of God lfeeever.(1* John
2:17). May all of us who are disciples of Chnghatever our state of
life, always love God with our whole heart, minttesgth, and soul,
and love our neighbor as ourself.



On this great Solemnity of the Epiphany, we rememhbigh
special thanks the witness of Mary, the first améatest of all the
Lord’s disciples, who faithfully revealed to the land to the whole
world that timeless light shown in time, manifasttihe flesh, hidden
by nature, yet coeternal and consubstantial wighRather. May that
same most blessed and glorious, ever virgin Markp vinad no
portion in this world except her Lord, continue poay with the
Church for an increase in vocations to the priesth@nd the
religious life.

Epiphany Sunday

AL oppiato R jM? rle.

EMost Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.
BISHOP OF PEORIA



Festival Letter 2015 — Calendar

In the early centuries of Catholic Christianity, e&h calendars were
uncommon and often imprecise, a bishop would seridap annual “Festival
Letter” to announce the proper dates for observihg fasts and feasts of the
Liturgical Year. It was not uncommon to also usehsa letter as a means of
instruction for the faithful. | have establishddst custom in our Diocese both to
foster a greater love for the liturgy and to affard/self an additional opportunity
for teaching.

Dear brothers and sisters, the glory of the Lorsl $f@one upon us and shall
ever be manifest among us, until the day of Hiarret Through the rhythms of
times and seasons, let us celebrate the mystdraes salvation.

Let us recall the year’s culmination, the Sacresdt&aTriduum of the Lord:
His Last Supper, His Crucifixion, His Burial, andsHRising, celebrated between
the evening of Thursday, th&“f April, and the evening of Sunday, thB &f
April.

Each Easter, as on each Sunday, Holy Mother Chonakes present the
great and saving deed by which Christ has conqusneaind death.

From Easter are reckoned all the days we keep holy:

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, in the Yda&uar Lord 2015,
will occur on the 18 day of February .

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast absfinence. In
commemoration of the Lord’s death on the crossfFatlays of Lent
are days of obligatory abstinence. Abstinence frowat is also
recommended on all the Fridays of the year.

The annual Chrism Mass, during which the priestewetheir ministerial
commitment, will be celebrated in the Cathedralfaesday of Holy
Week, the 3% of March.

No other activities or pastoral responsibilitiescept the need to tend to the
dying, should keep a priest from attending the €hrMass. | also



invite the faithful of our diocese to join us fdrig celebration as they
keep their priests in prayer.

The Church will keep her most solemn night of vagild prayer to celebrate
the Resurrection of Christ on Saturday, tfe#April. According the
ancient and universal practice of the Church, tasté Vigil may not
begin until after nightfall. In Central lllinoisunset is estimated to
begin at 7:.54 P.M. CDT in Peoria (7:45 P.M. CDTDanville and
8:11 P.M. CDT in Moline). The Easter Vigil at tRathedral will be
celebrated at 8:15 P.M.

The Ascension of the Lord will be commemorated emday, the 17 of
May, according to the decision of the bishops efltlinois Province.

Pentecost, the joyful conclusion of the Great Fiditlys of Easter, will be
celebrated on Sunday, the™2df May.

Any Catholic in a state of serious sin is obligate@pproach the Sacrament
of Reconciliation at least once between Ash Wedmgsthd Pentecost
Sunday. All Catholics are especially urged to esaftheir sins
during the penitential season of Lent, during Adyéefore the great
festivals, and regularly throughout the year.

In a special way our Divine Savior gave the Chuteh gift of the Sacrament of
Holy Orders to make present the Paschal Mystergligoeople of every time and
place. This year, the Diocese of Peoria will cedébd the Sacrament of Holy
Orders in several ways.

On Saturday, the ¥6of May at 4:00 in the afternoon in the Cathedralill ordain
two men to the transitional diaconate. On Saturttey 23" of May at 10:30 in the
morning, | rejoice to ordain six men to the Sadpresthood of Jesus Christ.

| invite and encourage the clergy, consecrated amehwomen, and lay-faithful to
join with me at these great celebrations. All giseserving in the Diocese of
Peoria are expected to participate in the OrdinatibPriests. Except the need to
tend to the dying, no other pastoral duty or pembarbligation is of greater
importance than welcoming our new brothers to oaslpyterate.



Likewise, the Pilgrim Church proclaims the Passowetithe Lord in the
feasts of the Holy Mother of God, the Apostles, ahd Saints, and in the
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed.

In the Year of Our Lord 2015, the Solemnity of $alaseph, the spouse of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, will be celebrated on Téuay, the 19 of March.

The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord whlke celebrated on
Wednesday, the 3%f March.

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary is celebrated ®aturday, the 15of
August, and is not a holy day of obligation thiaye

The Feast of Saint Therese of Lisieux, Doctor ef @hurch and Patroness
of our diocesan vocations program, is celebratedtmrsday, the %1
of October, and has been raised to the rank dtiaical feast in our
Local Church.

The Solemnity of All Saints is celebrated on Sundag £' of November.

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed Isserved on Monday,
the 2 of November.

The Church will celebrate the beginning of the rigwrgical year of grace
and prayer on the First Sunday of Advent, the a0 November, in
the Year of Our Lord 2015.

In the Year of Our Lord 2015, the Solemnity of themaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on Tuesdéne & of
December, and is a holy day of obligation as weslltlze Patronal
Feast of the Diocese of Peoria.

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Patronéskeo Americas, is
celebrated on Saturday, the™& December.

Christmas will be on Friday, the 25f December.
The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, is celied on Friday, the®1

of January in the Year of Our Lord 2016, and is @elyHDay of
Obligation.



To better enjoy the infinite treasury of merit wioy our Divine Saviour, in
accord with theEnchirdion Indulgentiarumand theCeremonial of
Bishops “the diocesan bishop in his own diocese may beste
papal blessing with the plenary indulgence, usimg tproper
formulary, three times a year on solemn feasts,chwhie will
designate....”

As Bishop of Peoria, | am happy to bestow suchsigswith the plenary
indulgence during the Year of Our Lord 2015 atehd of Holy Mass
for the great Solemnities of Easter Vigil, Pentéc@my, and
Christmas Eve.

Further, to enhance the devotional life of thehfait and the liturgical life of
our parishes, | have encouraged a return to thetipeaof Rogation
Days to mark the change of seasons. | have remlist Holy See to
confirm these days as part of the official calermfewur local Church.
Pending their confirmation, | encourage pastorsobserve these
Rogation Days in the Diocese of Peoria:

January 2%'to coincide with the national day of prayer andifagfor the
dignity of human life.

March 24" to highlight the beginning of the growing seasassociated with
the Solemnity of the Annunciation

June 28 to pray for healthy growth and good weather, d@ssed with the
Nativity of St. John the Baptist

September 13 to highlight the fruits of the harvest, associateith the
Triumph of the Cross

December 7 to highlight the family, associated with our patmb feast of
the Immaculate Conception.

To Jesus Christ, who is, was, and who is to cohe Lbrd of all time and
history, be endless praise, for ever and ever. rAme
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